Wh e n a great and useful discovery has been effected, and when its application begins to astonish and benefit the world, the parts which chance or industry has had in bringing it to maturity are not very easy to be precisely assigned; nor should this inquiry delay us. Lithotrity, or the method of drilling and crushing calculi in the bladder, like many other important discoveries, is an unexpected result, obtained or arrived at by a bold and acute mind, after much labour and by an indirect course.
In all inquiries which have for their object some great practical benefit, the point de depart is that which attracts the attention of the philosopher. How immensely has chemistry benefited by the search after the philosopher's stone! The progress of inquiry with regard to lithotrity is perfectly analogous. A pursuit equally chimerical, the dissolution of stone in the bladder, has led to this important improvement in the treatment of calculous disease; and it is indeed remarkable, amongst the numerous means employed for the cure of stone, that the most efficacious and the most safe, namely, those by which the foreign body may be comminuted in the bladder, and which in ancient times had all but fallen within the domain of science, should 
